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Mr. Rice, who tells the story, explains that Surabhi
was in all probability 'a fertile tract of country such as
Sorab (literally Surabhi), where the scene of this tran-
saction is laid, is well known to be J.1

The largest temple, to Mahadeva Svami, is just one
hundred years old, and was built, as an inscription on the
east wall dated A.D. 1828 records, by Mummadi Krishna
Raja Wadiyar's chief Queen, Devajammanni, of the
Lakshmivilasa. She dedicated it also to Devamba * after
her own name/ and gave to the village the tank, tope and
bathing ghaut to the north of the temple, * endowing it
with land by permission of the ruling sovereign ',

A tiny little temple, apparently old, very plain, quite
unadorned, and dedicated to Devamma (shaktf), is rarely
used, being opened only once in five or six years.

Traces of Jain influences are to be found west of the
village. On a mound, known as the basti-tittu, where
once stood a Jain temple (basti), now lie six abandoned
and mutilated Jain figures. One stands. It represents
Parsvanatha, and is about five feet high, flanked by male
chauri bearers. Another statue, about two feet high, of a
woman, probably a Jain kunti, or nun, is still frequently
worshipped by Hindu women and girls.

About 250 years ago the basti was demolished and the
material carried to Varakodu, to be used in the erection
of the temple there; and nought remains but a mound

where

* crumbling temples of old faiths now lie
Forgotten in the dust/

and these battered, fallen images.

1 Gazetteer of Mysore, I, p. 273.